Sensitive HPLC assay for thiopental in human serum after simple preparation of the samples. Its application for clinical research.
A simple, precise and sensitive micro method for the determination of thiopental in human serum is presented. After deproteinization with acetonitrile the supernatant was directly injected into a reversed phase HPLC system with UV photometrical detection at 280 nm. The limit for the detection of thiopental was less than 0.1 microgram/ml serum. Time consuming extraction of the serum sample was not necessary. The method can be recommended for clinical routine analysis; its suitability has been demonstrated in several studies.